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A General Meeting of the Owners and Occupiers of Lands in the incorpo- 
rated Pariſhes of the Hundreds of Lozs and WII rox p having been convened. 
on the 14th Day of December laſt, by public advertiſement of the Directors and 
Acting Guardians of the Houſe of Induſtry at Melton ; for the purpoſe of con- 
ſidering Whether another application to Parliament can by any means be 
avoided? but no documents having heen prepared by the Perſons who called 
that Meeting, upon which the conſideration ſet forth in the ſaid Advertiſement 
could be had; nor any other even offered on their behalf; ſave only a draft 
of a Bill for a new Act of Parliament, which that very Meeting had been 
convened to preclude :—a motion was made, and unanimouſly paſſed, that a 
Committee ſhould be, and a Committee was accordingly appointed, © for 
inquiring into the actual ſtate of the ſaid Corporation and reporting the fame 
at a General Meeting of all ſuch Perſons as might be intereſted therein. In 
conformity therefore with this appointment, after having availed ourſelves of 
every ſource of information that could be obtained from the books and papers 
of the Corporation ; the teſtimony of thoſe whom it was expedient to examine 
and from our own perſonal inſpection; We of the Committee ſo appointed, 
whoſe names are under-written, do now preſent our RgeoxrT : premiſing only 
that, in executing the truſt to us committed, we have proceeded with as much 
diſpatch as was compatible with the numberleſs perplexities we have had to un- 
ravel, and the deſire of rendering juſtice to thoſe who are now reſponſible for 
the execution of their TRuST; as well as to You, who have a right to a faith- 


In preparing, however, the Report which we here render, it was thought ne- 
ceſſary to go back no farther than Midſummer 1781 ; becauſe the original debt 
of {9,200 was then reduced to £6,200, and, ſince, has been accumulating to 
the enormous amount of £9,900: Struck at this diſcovery, we deſcended to 
1 and accordingly attempted to aſcertain by what means this increaſe 
ad been incurred ? and, whether the reſources of the Corporation could effect 
its diſcharge? This at once led us to the two great articles of Income and 
DrsBuRsSEMENT. The article of Income we divided under the heads of deter- 
minate and incidental : the former; conſiſting of the ſettled Rates contributed 
by the ſeveral Pariſhes ; the latter, ariſing from circumſtances contingent; but 
both making, from the 9 the groſs ſum of {2 2825. o. 114 — 
all 


a ſum, however, which falls ſhort of the Diſburſement, for the ſame period, — 
: JT: B under 
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under the heads of ordinary and fortuitous expences, no leſs than Z 1462. 17. 8, 
excluſive of all the money borrowed ; and which appears to be £3,700, 


So great a defalcation made it neceſſary to examine : How this exceſs had 
accrued ? and whether, in the chief articles of expenditure, there had been a 
correſpondent increaſe of conſumption ; or of price? but after having collected 
with this view the numbers of Paupers in theſe reſpective years, and turned to 
the article of Proviſons, we found the accounts of the Corporation ſo intricate 
and confuſed, that nothing certain could be deduced ; more than that, in two 
of thoſe years which came under our notice, though the price of Meat in the 
one was leſs than in the other, and no change made in the food of the Poor; 
yet the expence of this article, in the cheap vear, exceeded that in the dear 
one; no leſs than 7 ſhillings on 13, all but a halfpenny :—And though, as to 
Bread, Flour, and Malt, we cannot be ſo exact; yet a ſimilar exceſs is appa- 
rent on each. Hence, your Committee cannot but infer both miſmanagement 


From Proviſions we then proceeded to Cloathing ; but here we met with no 
better ſucceſs ; for from the piece-meal manner of buying the materials, and 
the confuſion of the accounts as ſtated above, it was not poſſible to obtain pre- 
ciſe information. a | 6 


Fuel in the next place engaged our attention. As this conſiſted of both Coals 
and Hood, we began with collecting the :xpence of the Coals ; but when we flat- 
tered ourſelves that this account was complete, a circumſtance occurred to cor- 
rect that miſtake ; for, after having drawn out the ſtatement of the Books, we 
learnt, that, notwithſtanding the quantity there limited was 70 chaldrons, yet 
more than go were conſumed in the year 1786. It js therefore poſſible that 
though the books do not ſhew it, other Years have experienced an equal exceſs; 
eſpecially, as about that quantity appears to have been ſpent, when the limited 
number was contracted for no longer. 


The conſumption of Mood is equally uncertain. It may however be obſer- + 
ved that more of this article ſeems to have been bought in the Year when the 
conſumption of coals was the greateſt, than in any other ; and that this was the 
year of diſtinguiſhed abuſe. | . | 


Perceiving the reſult of our inquiries into theſe and other collateral matters 
thus rendered abortive, and yet knowing that other Inſtitutions of a like kind 
had been nearly, if not quite, diſcharged from their debt, we thought it incum- 
bent to ſcek What could have here cauſed ſo contrary an effect? The chief 

ides to direct us in ſuch a reſearch were: A conſideration of the main ob- 


Jets for which your Inſtitution was founded: - What proviſions the Act of in- 
: corporation 
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corporation and Bye-Laws had made to attain them: And how both had been 


- 


adminiſtered for attaining their end ? 


As to the intent for which the Corporation was formed, That is expreſſed in 
the title of the Act, it being ſtiled an Act for the better Relief and Employ- 
ment of the Poor.” Accordingly, the Preamble recites its prayer to have been, 
te the granting of proper powers for the better government and regulation of the 
Poor, and providing a place for their general reception; as tending to the 
more effeCtual Relief and Aſſiſtance of ſuch as by Age, Infirmities or Diſeaſes, 
are rendered incapable of ſupporting themſelves by their labour; alſo to the 
better employment of the Able and Induſtrious ; the correction and puniſhment . 
of the Profligate and Idle; and to the Education of poor Children in Religion 
and Induſtry ; that thereby the Poor, inſtead of being wholly ſupported by the 
Publick, may contribute to the Support, Aſſiſtance and Relief mutually of 
each other; and be of ſome advantage to the Community, to which they have 
hitherto been only a heavy and grievous burthen. — That upon You however 
this burthen, inſtead of being diminiſhed, is increaſed, You already have but 
too fully perceived; and that it muſt be aggravated till further, you will very 
ſhortly experience. Nor is it the moſt tolerable part of your grievance, that 
powers adapted to accompliſn and confided to obtain the beſt of purpoſes, 
ſhould through ignorance, neghgence, and worſe, have been deſperately perver - 
ted and abuſed. Be) vi" 


For though it appear, in the firſt inſtance, that your Houſe was deſigned, in 
the words of the Act, © for the general reception of the Poor; yet this is evi- 
dently limited to the purpoſes annexed ; not one of which' is conſulted, if moſt 
of thoſe who y br relief are forced into it, or elſe refuſed the aſſiſtance 
they need: for, hence the poor are either deprived of that aid to which they 
have an indiſputable claim; or elſe the Houfe is burdened with a needleſs ex- 
pence: fince it often happens that, from the refuſal of a trifling allowance for 
a ſhort time out of the Houſe, here one petſon is diſahled, the ſupport of a 
family is entailed upon it. This then is one cauſe which has materially en- 
hanced the original debt: and, to this, be it added, that, where out-allow- 
ances have been granted, they have, in general, often been beſtowed without 
proper diſcriminatiun, and, even, with great partiality. - | * 3 


Another evil, no leſs adverſe to the intereſt of the Poor, than to that of thoſe 
cho ſupport them, is the practice of hiring out Cbildren by the year, inſtead of 
apprenticing; for, omitting other, and weighty conſiderations; the ſtare of the 
Houſe will ſhew, that there are at preſent many both boys and girls, -ſome 
grown to be women—incumbrances in it, who ought to have been long ag 
provided for out of it. | "vat 1 Yo-ernutitrat as 107 


— 


— 


- 


But thoſe unfortunate children, who from time to time go back to the 
Houle, ate not its only unneceſſary burdens; for there now are a number of 
vigorous 


145 


vigorous young women, (mothers indeed; but unembaraſſed by their offspring) 
vigorous detained * and for no — we can find ;——unleſs. to keep up 


the breed | / 


And as theſe- hive are inflmces i in rwhich the income of the 8 has 
been certainly ſquandered; ſo two others may be mentioned of ſimilar effect. 
The one refers to ſuch expences as have needleſsly been occaſioned by thoſe, 
who, abandoning their families have thrown them entirely on the Public, and 
accordingly are maintained, in one inſtance, out of the Houſe, and in others 
in it, without any exertion to nn 95 fuch eee and, by that n get 
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The other * pointed ant: as aproduttive of a kmilar 1 is in itſelf 
of a contrary kind. Of this one example will fully fuffice : A Pariſn belonging 
to this i incorporation, being likely to become chargeable with a baſtard, through 
neglect in not apprehending the father; after quietly jetting him for ſome time 
abſcond, thought it behoved them to ſeele his retreat. man, a common 
chaiſe· driver, was found at'\Rochefter, and brought poſt to Woodbridge from 
London, in chaiſes, at the expence of (13. wanti ; bur 24. But though the 


Overſeer's bill was refuſed by the Magiſtrates,” an the Quarterly Meeting fol- 
lowed their example, yet when a Director — i in the Pariſh came to preſide 


at a Weekly Committee, the ſame bill was produced and allowed. In conſe- 
quence of which, as £20. had been given in Key ce £13. . Ten mn: was 


paid to take 7 with the douceur of a child. 


Another article of injury to the funds of ices W ariſes 8 the ae 
tion of a power to mitigate fines, where the law is poſitive, and admits of no» 
mitigation.” An inſtance you have in the caſe of a late Overſeer, who not only: 
ſtopped an allowance to a Young Woman with one arm, for the purpoſe of 
paying himſelf a debt owed by her father; but charged journies for her money 
from Bromefwelt to the Houſe The Commitee abated the enn of his fine. 


+ > 


That Your Directors add Ang Ses might be nd to their Jus 
the Act of incorporation hath impoſed certain penalties for non-attendance 
upon it ; whence, if the houſe were not benefitted by their preſence, it at: leaſt 
might be by their fines. But notwithſtanding theſe are expreſsly directed © to 
be levied and recovered by diſtreſs and ſale of goods and chattels; and paid to 

the Treaſurer of the ſaid Guardians; and added by him tothe common ſtock, 

for the uſe o the Poor; no fine of the ſort hath ever ee wy change * 


hole ol ir amount is a CIR _ 11 © 


And as forfeitures of this kind — never heck collected⸗ ſo thoſe of . 
have been unlawfully applied; for notwithſtanding the 3d Bye-law hath en- 


joined: : ** ops no PRINT frald at wr time 10 e with an apprentice,— 
=; Won 919% 161 Children 
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Children are, in defiance of it, not only apprenticed, but, by public advertiſe- 
ment, with money. Of this you have an example in the inſtance of Elizabeth 
Gall, with whom all of the ten pounds which had been paid for refuſing her by 
ene Maſter, was given with her to another—ſaving two ſhillings. 


Nor is this practice contrary to the Bye Law alone; for Your Act of incor- 

poration had previoully appointed, that “ all fines and forfeitures ſhall be paid 

2 the Treaſurer for the uſe of the Houſe, and not to the Apprentices ſeperated 
rom It, . | 2 J 


Another matter of injury to the Corporation, and which we are forry our 
duty ſhould compell us to notice (becauſe it formerly occaſioned diſſention) is 
the winding up the buſineſs of the Wool: — but, to remove all idea of being 
oy 24 by partiality, thoſe of Your Committee only, who then were ſtrangers 
to the County, and equally unknown to all parties concerned, take thus much 
of this Report on themſelves.— And whilft they think it but an act of juſtice 
to declare, after the matureſt deliberation, that, in their judgment, the project 
of that buſineſs was founded in wiſdom ; and, if perſiſted in, muſt have produced 
the moſt beneficial effects; they advert to it, now, no further than to ſhew, that 
thoſe who had an intereſt in maintaining the contrary, wilfully abuſed the pro- 
perty of their truſt, to furniſh out proofs in ſupport of their cauſe. This, the 
ſtatement which follows will clearly evince. | » 


It being determined, at the annual meeting 1783, to relinquiſh the Spinning 
2 Wool, bo was taken of the Stock upon hand; which appears to have 
ſtood as under: | 


Wool, — —_ — — — 1239. 15. 9 
— delivered to Spinners out of the Houſe, — 183. 18. © 
— - to Spinners in the Houſe, — — 6. 10. 0 


Yarn, not bundled, — — — — —18 1. 14. 41 
— ready for market, .. a5. 6&6 


To which add : 
Expence of ſpinning the Wool delivered out, — 130. 14. © 
- of Wool ſpun in the Houſe, — — 4. 19. o 


= £1201. 19. 1 
This, Roach, the factor hitherto employed, offered to purchaſe; but his offer 
having been rejected at the next Quarterly Meeting, and as ſpinning the 
wool on hand, had been continued in the interim, a freſh account was taken, in 
October, as follows: | 
Wool, — =—  — a= ow — £299, 12. 10 
— delivered to Spinners out of the Houſe, — 13. 9. © 
-- to Spinners in the Houſe, — 1 
Yarn not bundled, — — — — — 19. 13. 7 
ready for market, — — — 953. 3. © 
5 
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This eſtimate beirig made, and Roach the original factor diſcarded, one Wil- 
liams, a man, in Norwich, of ſmall trade, and unknown to the principal ma- 
nutacturers, was ſought out, as the propereſt perſon to diſpoſe of the Yarn, To 
him it was, therefore, conſigned ; but after two years had paſſed over, and a 
conſiderable part remaining unſold, Barber, the packman was ſent, money be- 
ing wanted, to ſell the ſtock, or change the Factor. In the hands, however, 
of Williams it was let to remain; who, after getting off a few more parcels, in 
the February following cloſed his account. At this time, 50 bundles of Yarn 
were ſtill undiſpoſed of. For theſe, he proferred the ſum of £60. and his pro- 
fer was immediately taken. Beſides the Yarn, however, thus bought and diſ- 
poſed of by him, there was more laid up in the Houſe, which, had it been fold 
when it ought, would have, by the Packman's valuation, brought Z25. 2: but, 
after having been devoted for ſix whole years to ſpiders and moths, he thought 
te it would do very well if it fetched £12. 12.” The date of this declaration 
does not appear, but as no other perſon could'be found to treat for it, Roach 
was now ſolicited to take it on ſale, Neceſſity was urgent, and he remitted for 


it, at once, C13. 13. on account. | 
| The Groſs receipts of the Sales were as follow: 


Of the Stock of Wool in the Houſe, part was bought 
by Cumberland and . for the ſum of — 956. 13. 10 


Yarn ſold by Williams (on Commiſſion) — 1031. 17. 6 
—— bought by Williams, — — — 60. o. o 
Remitted by Roach for damaged Yarn, — — 13. 13. 0 

£1202. 4. 4 


But, as the reſidue of the Wool, after the ſale to Cusn - 
berland and Corſbie, was ſpun up, and included in the 
Yarn conſigned to Williams, the expence of ſpinning, 
which was £97. 10. @ 
ſhould not only be deducted from the 
groſs Receipts, but alſo the following ſums : 

Diſcount on the Bills of Cumberland and 


Corſbie, o. 11. o 
Diſcount paid by Williams on bills ſent, 1. 15. 4 
Ditto to negotiate his Bills, 12. 8. 2 
Stamps and Poſtage, 8 7 Þ 
Williams's Commiſſion, £3. 7. 0 


Deductions made by him for bitten yarn, 2. 16. 8 
The difference — 2. and 
£13. 13. on account of the damage f 11. 9. o 
ſuſtained by the Yarn ſent to Roach, 
Wool to the Packman, which he fold for 2. 10. o 


152. 14. 2 


— 
* 


The Net receipts of the Houſe will then be reduced to L 1049 10. 2 


(a 


Hence, it is evident, that the clear produce of the Wool and Yarn, fell ſhort 
of the valuation made in October 1783 not leſs than £162. f. 3. But, if it be 
recolle&ed that, on giving up the buſineſs, Roach, at the Public Meeting, of- 
fered, upon indiſputable ſecurity, for the Yarn, and Wool, at that time, unſpun, 
the ſum, more or leſs, of £1200.—|[ We ſtate it thus cautiouſly, not as doubting 
the fact, but becauſe we could not find the formal account, which ought to 
have been amongſt the Papers of the Houſe ; and, if any Perſon has it, we re- 
Ye it may be ſhewn—] it will appear, that the rejection of his offer, which 

ell ſhort of the valuation upon which it was made, but £1. 19. 12, on the ſum 
of £1200, occaſioned a loſs to the Corporation of £160. 9. 10, over and above 
the loſs of intereſt whilſt the ſtock lay fpoiling ; and, let it not be forgotten, 
that, after a period of almoſt nine years, the account is not cloſed. 


Upon what motive the offer of Roach was ſpurned at, You will judge, when 
You hear, that the Packman (two years after the buſineſs had been relinquiſh- 
ed, being diſpatched to Norwich, on the ſpur of neceſſity, for the purpoſe of 
ſelling the Yarn, or again changing the Factor) was poſitively ordered, at the 
Annual Meeting, pon no account to have any dealings with Roach : ''—who, 
however, ſeeing him by accident, again offered“ a good price; would have 
bought the Y arn right out ; paid on the ſpot Z100; and the redb of the money 
in the courſe of a month. | 2 

To ſhew a thorough congruity of conduct, both MVilliams and the Packman 
were paid off, one in Yarn, and the other in Wool, without crediting for either 
the account of the trade; or valuing the wool which the Packman received. 


From the ſtatement here given, every tittle of which we are prepared to con- 
firm, (though the General Account hath eſcaped from Your Houſe) there will - 
Not be a doubt, but that every contrivance was caught at, which a left-handed 
wiſdom could deviſe, to caſt an odium, at whatever injury to the Corporation, 
upon thoſe Gentlemen who introduced the buſineſs of ſpinning ; and who, had 
that buſineſs been ſuffered to proceed, would have precluded the irkſome oc- 
caſion of this day's meeting, by the diſcharge of that debt which had been pre- 
viouſly incurred; and the prevention of that increaſe, which, in the hands of 
their Opponents, hath brought Your Corporation to its bankrupt condition. 


Having thus perceived that, in ſeveral particulars, Your property had been 
perverted, diminiſhed and abuſed ; we then went on to inquire : Whether its 
moſt obvious reſource had been properly directed? For, as the Act of lee fes 
ration deſigned, © the Poor inſtead of _ wholly ſupported by the Public, 
ſhould contribute to the aſſiſtance and relief mutually of each other —it be- 
came neceſſary to examine: How their labour had been applied ; and bat 
had been the produce? To this we were the rather incited, becauſe we had 
obſerved, in the laſt returns to Parliament from the Houſes of Induſtry in 
divers parts of England,” a caſe preciſely in point with our own ; the arms mr 
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terials, wool and hemp, being the objects of labour in that Houſe and in This. 
— As, therefore, in the example before us the earnings of the able Paupers, at 
the rate of 21d. per day each, and 300 days in the year, exceeded above a 
fourth of the expenditure of that whole Houſe for proviſions, cloathing, and fuel, 
ve were induced to look for a proportional account. Inſtead of this, how- 
ever, we found, that, from Midfummer 1783, the time when the Wool trade 
was given up, *till Michaelmas 1788, when the manufacture of Hemp was 
adopted—a period of more than 5 years—no determinate object of labour was 
aſſigned. And though, ſince that time, the article of labour has never been 
carried to any account, by which the produce of it can at all be clearly aſcer- 
tained; yet, ſufficient evidence comes forward to ſhew, that, from Michaelmas 
1788 to the preſent hour, the Hemp buſineſs has been fo conducted as to have 
been the reverſe of advantageous, even at the exorbitant value ſet upon the 
cloth. Nor is this the whole; for it is admitted by the Governor, and con- 
firmed by ſtill higher authority, that the large ſtock of cloth at preſent on 
hand, is in itſelf of an anſaleable nature; from its having been made of unwhi- 
tened thread. Thus then, as in cloſing the Wool trade, the work of Your 
Houſe was more than thrown away; the Yarn producing leſs than was bidden 
for the wool :—fo, in Your Hemp, till worſe is the caſe, the beſt of Your ma- 


nufacture applying to no uſe. 


In this way have the ſinews of Your labour been ham-ftrung and hocked; 

and, fatally, hath that important purpoſe been defeated; for which, as its name 
implies, Your very building was reared; and which the Act of incorporation 
provided, as a place for the better employment of the able and induſtrious,” 


Whether it hath contributed more effectually to the next aim in view: 
te the correction and puniſhment of the Profligate and Idle, Your Committee 
leave You to infer, from the few facts they proceed to relate. It has, they find, 
been long a practice to receive into Vour Houſe, at the approach of Winter, a 


number of lazy, notorious and abandoned proſtitutes; who, tainted with the 


fouleſt of diſeaſes, reſort thither for cure; and, when the ſeafon of Summer 
advances, then quit their retreat. At their admiſſions, the Corporation pro- 
vides them with cloaths, and theſe when they depart they always take off; often 
leaving, as a pledge, an unfiliated child: And this, all, with impunity !—Nay, 
inftead of being kept, apart, and fed on the meaneſt viands, and compelled to 
a ſeverer ſpecies of toil ; the moſt profligate of them are permitted in habits of 
familiar intercourſe, and even to board and to bed, not only with each other, 
but with others of better character, and eſpecially the young, 


It, befides, is alfo found that, the mothers of baſtards are promoted to pri- 
veleged ſtations, and appointed to ſuperintend the junior part of Your Houſe : 
to accompliſh, no At 21 that intent of Your Corporation, which looked for- 
ward © to the education of poor Children in Iuduſtry and Religion! Conſiſt- 
ent with this deſign, and for the purpoſe of diſſeminating through the Commu- 

| nity, 


| { an I 
nity, with theſe qualities, that of HoxzsTy alſo, the preſent School-Miſtreſs of 


Your Houle, and who was ſo appointed by an expreſs, though verbal, order in 
Committee, is notoriouſly infamous; the wife of a tranſported: convict; and a 
. — in his guilt, though not in his puniſnment. Thus, according to the 

otto on Your Seal, are Children trained up in the way they ſhould go! - 

One other purpoſe of Your exiſtence, we now muſt revert to, and which, in 
the Act, is mentioned as the firſt; its powers in the preamble being ſaid to 
have been grande for “providing a place for the more effectual relief and 
aſſiſtance of ſuch as, by Age, infirmities, or Diſeaſes, are rendered incapable of 
ſupporting themſelves.” _ ul b . 5 


What kind of ſolace, to the Aged, your manſion affords, may be. gueſſed, 
when You hear, that, many of this deſcription ſought an aſylum from its com- 
forts in the infection of Your Peſt-Houſſm. 8 


. | | 1's 
4 Of the firm and Diſeaſed, we report a few inſtances, from our own perſonal 
e The firſt, which claims Your attention is, that, of the numerous 
caſes which have happened, there is not one in the Governor's recollection of 
a ſore leg in Your Houſe, of any Perſon of either Sex, or of any Age, having 
ever been healed. Though by the 3d Bye Law relating to the Surgeons, it is 
required that, ** every perſon, whether ſick or apparently in health ſhall be ex- 
amined by the Surgeon ; and that he ſhall give directions to the Governor, as to 
the diet of every ſuch Pauper, ”—this is ſo far from being done, that, on the 
contrary, the Sick are left, as to diet, without the Surgeon's adverting to their 
ſpecific complaints. Their wounds are chiefly dreſſed by the Nurſe and her 
helpers. By the Surgeon ſcarcely ever. The dreſſings conſiſt of a ſalve and 
balſam, from a gallipot, which is kept in reſerve for all kinds of ſores. Some 
are given up by the Surgeon as incurable : others when applying for relief are, 
told by him: I cannot make the Old, Young ; ”” and one, who has an ailment 
which the Surgeon has not noticed, for more than five years, though often re- 


gqueſting aſſiſtance, hath never been able to obtain it. 


A diſeaſe, originating in filth, by which many children are infected, at the 
ſight of ſeveral pitch plaiſters, which an Old Man was preparing, next drew 
our attention. Theſe were, by the Surgeons direction, to be applied to thoſe 
afflicted with the ſcald-head; and ſuch were the apprehenſions of a girl (who 
having been ſent out of Your Houſe with that complaint, was after ſome time 
returned on account of it) from the remembrance of her former ſufferings, that 
ſhe lay, writhing and ſhrieking, in convulſive agonies, whilſt two men and three 
women were ſcarce able to hold her. From the remonſtrances, which we 
made, and could not but make, we flattered ourſelves, that this horrid plaiſter 
had been baniſhed for ever; but, to our great regret, we yeſterday ſaw, that, 
in ſpite of all remonſtrance, it ſtill keeps it hold. | 8 
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A wretched Woman, one of the abandoned character before mentioned, was 
found, ſome weeks fince, by Your Committee a dreadful ſufferer. She had 
formerly been a martyr to venereal infection; but, fince, has had a child, which 
has ſome time been dead. About a month after her delivery, ſhe was feized 
with an excruciating pain in- her knee, accompanied by a tumour. . This the 
Surgeon pronounced the white-/welling, and talked of ſevering the limb; the 
ſwelling, however, has often ſhifted its place, and is now fixed in her ancle and 
foot. Never, perhaps, was there ſeen a more ghaſtly ſpectacle; emaciated to a 
ſkeleton, and her eyes ſtarting with agony, ſhe has thus languiſhed for three 
months, confined to her bed. Her back is little elſe but ulcers and gangrene. 
Yet, though ſhe has been ſuffering thus long, and the-Surgeon has declared 
himſelf unable to relieve her, he has never applied to the Committee on her 
caſe ; nor ever propoſed to call in aſſiſtance. 


To theſe, many other inſtances might be adduced ; but we ſhall only add, on 
the ſubject of the Surgeon, that, notwithſtanding the Law of the Houle requires 
him, on the iſt and and monday in every month, to deliver in to the NT 
Committee an account, in writing, ſigned by himſelf, of the ſtate of the fic 
Paupers, in the Houſe and in the Peſt- houſe; no ſuch return appears to have 
been made, ſince Auguſt 1787, nor was that even ſigned. de Keg 


From the Out Surgeons, by another Bye-law, the like account is required ; 
but, in all our ſearches, not one hath occurred. F524 97374 


In going through the Houſe, the firſt time, we ſaw five or ſix dogs in the di- 
ning room and kitchen; two or three were hounds, of a neighbouring hunt, and 
one a pointer, belonging to the Surgeon. In the midſt of dinner, the hall was 
ſmeared with their ordure.—In the ſpinning room, where the Boys work ; it was 
obſerved by us, that they all had a ſquallid appearance, and that every one of 
them was more or leſs ragged. The Girls were rather in a better plight. | 


The Nurſery was certainly much over crowded; and, in two of the bed- 
rooms, the air was ſo noxious, as greatly to affect the reſpiration of us all. 


Having thus gone through the Houſe, we cloſely interrogated the Governor 
on the various parts of his Duty ; and, in juſtice to him, we ſhould add, that, 
his anſwers were direct and pertinent, whether they tended to criminate, or 
commend. One of them, however, greatly ſurprized us; which was, that, of 
the Ten Bye-Laws preſcribing his duty, he was totally unacquainted with all, 
but the laſt; and that, accidentally, came to his knowledge, he being waiting 
in the room at the time it was made. 


In preparing thus much of our Report, as there appeared to be ſuch negli- 
gence, miſconduct, and abuſe, in almoſt every department; Your Committee 
thought they ſhould ill diſcharge their duty, did they not proceed till they 

| | came 
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came to the ſource. ' With this view they turned to the State of the Direction, 
and the manner in which the buſineſs had been managed. Here they percei- 
ved, in the firſt-place, that notwithſtanding the Act of incorporation requires 
all Vacancies to be filled at each Quarterly Meeting after they reſpectively hap- 
pen :— there are, at this time, bree; two of them of about a Year's e 
and:the third, of more than two Years and half ;— _ 


hat, although the injunction of che Act had not in this point here com- 
plied with, there have been, within the limits of our inquiry, not fewer than 
45 inſtances, i in which, from the non- attendance of a ſufficient number, thoſe 

who were preſent, urged dy neceſũty to act as een e ee 
acted illegally : — 


— that the office of an aZing Guardian hath been ſeandalouſly delegated : the 
perſon choſen, to diſcharge it being ſo far from equal to its duties, that he could 
by ſign his name to the accounts he r nor ce even, what a allow- 
ed: | 


Etat, by not adhering to he firſt rule for regulating er Weakly c Com- 
mittres, much confuſion. hath inevitably ariſen ;— 


— that the penalties incurred, alluded to beſore, have never been POS © as 
the Act of Parliament requires: — 


— that the 4th Bye-Law, which determines the aigoment of Abprowices 
e by ballot, '—thus, referring to the deciſion of chance what ſhould ever be 
the reſult of diſcretion and judgment is fraught with eſſential inconvenien- 
cies, and ought never to have been made: By this extraordinary mode of 
aſſigning Apprentices, three Girls, in one pariſh, were ſeverally fixed upon a 
taylor, a Oe RO and a 2 — | 


chat the 6th Bye-Law, which: requires “ every Dining da Guar- 
dian, on ſome one day in the courſe of his month, to viſit the Houſe, and ſeru- 
tinize every part of its ceconomy ; offering himſelf to hear all grievances for 
the purpoſe of redreſſing them; and for other purpoſes of the higheſt import 
ance both to the welfare of the Corporation, and of thoſe who are the objects 
of their care; —hath, in no one inſtance, been complied: with tz 


—that the gth Bye-Law, declaridge-dide, #; no fervant or Officer of the Cor- 
poration ſhall be eligible as a Director or Guardian, hath been collufively eva- 
. ded, in the inſtance of the Surgeon':;— 


—that the abolition of the ITY No. 10. Which * prohibited any Di- 
rector or Acting Guardian from ſupplying the Houſe with any commodity, 
hath opened a door to * impoſitions ;— 2 

a 
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 — that the order which 8 ſed; and declared to be a Bye-Law of Your 
Corporation, for exempting thoſe ks hire children out of the Houſe; from the 
burthen of a pariſh apprentice; is not only, as before mentioned, the cauſe of 
great and unneceſſary expence; hut is alſo pregnant with groſs :inhumanity to 
the children; with future evil to the Corporation; and with manifeſt parti- 
ality and injuſtice to thoſe by whom apprentices are taken :——ahd; durdher, 
that, as it was not only made to repeal a Bye-Law agreeable to the Act of in- 
corporation, but is alſo inconſiſtent with the 43d of «roomy; ty ought 01 on” Þ ou 
theſe accounts to be explodee, as pernicious and ger 


— the Order Book of the ing thee Directors ww ang Guar 


dians, almoſt every where, ſwarms with ſimilar abſurdities = 


T that, preparatory to the making of Contracts, ſufficient care is not taken 
to procure propoſals on the beſt terms for the Corporation; and that; at the 
laſt Quarterly Meeting, à contract was made for ſupplyiag the Houſe tk" the 


moſt expenſive kinds of ſpice :— 


that, in borrowing money, it has been a cuſtomary practice to give bonds 
Wich incur intereſt, a confiderable time, before the money is received. 


that, at the time the Corporation has been, and ſtill is, paying intereſt at 
che rate of 4, and 5 per Cent. for no leſs a ſum than (9, o, the laſt borrowed 
ſum of {800 was ſuffered for ſome time to lie idle; and while intereſt for the 
whole debt is going, on at the rates above mentioned, the reſidue of £855, is 
he ok. no more an 24 per Crd: and ſo _—_ for ſome time remain = 


© line? METTY the porerty bekught upon the: eee et ack- 
nowledged to be neceſſary has been repeatedly withhiolden : — 


—that Repairs, which ought long fince to have been 8 are molt de- 
ue N ur and _ Os of Your * nnen to ruin. | 


It would tore been a clara more pleaſant employment to have reported, had 
there been any ground, that a further application to Parliament might be need- 
jeſs; but it muſt now, We think, be evident to all, that without it, THE DER 


OF THE Convonamion CAN NEVER BE DISCHARGED. 


18 A av 


SAMUEL HENLEY.  FRAN® BROOKE. 
WM WHITBY. -- JACOB WHITBREAD. 
RP FRANK. | JOSEPH GUNNING. 
EDM. JENNEY. + J fol 


* 1 ay * 


1 


— — 
2 


— 8 


— va (5) line 32, omit the word oftes. Pa. (9) I. 10. for 160. 7. 150. 


